MOHAMMED   AND    CHARLEMAGNE

these concessions to vassals were henceforth found to tempt, not
only persons of mean or moderate condition, but the great!9

And this was entirely in the interest of the grantor, who hence-
forth gave large benefices "on the condition that the concessionaire
served him, not only with his own person, but with a number of
vassals in proportion to the importance of the benefice conceded."1
It was undoubtedly by such means that Charles Martel was able
to recruit the powerful Austrasian following with which he went
to war. And the system was continued after his time.

In the pth century the kings exacted an oath of vassalage from
all the magnates of the kingdom, and even from the bishops.2 It
became increasingly apparent that only those were truly sub-
missive to the king who had paid homage to him. Thus the subject
was disappearing behind the vassal, and Hincmar went so far as
to warn Charles the Bald of the consequent danger to the royal
authority.3 The necessity in which the first mayors of the palace
found themselves, of providing themselves with loyal troops,
consisting of sworn beneficiaries, led to a profound transformation
of the State. For henceforth the king would be compelled to
reckon with his vassals, who constituted the military strength of
the State. The organization of die counties fell into disorder, since
the vassals were not amenable to the jurisdiction of the count.
In the field they commanded their own vassals themselves; the
count led only the freemen to battle. It is possible that their domains
were exempt from taxation.4 They were known as optimates regeis.

The chronicle of Moissac, in 813, called them senatus or majores
natu Francorum, and together with the high ecclesiastics and the
counts they did indeed form the king's council.6 The king, there-
fore, allowed them to partake of his political power. The State
was becoming dependent on the contractual bonds established
between the king and his vassals.

This was the beginning of the feudal period.
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